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Response to Amendment 

The Examiner respectfully submits a response to the amendment received on 1/4/2006 
of application no. 09/825,400 filed on 4/3/2001 in which claims 1-16 are currently 
pending. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 
1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 1/4/2006 has 
been entered. 

Arguments 

The Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Please refer to the following office action, which clearly sets forth the 
reasons for non-persuasiveness. 

The Applicant argues: 

Claim 1 recites, inter alia, "a detector which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex 
image processing when said plurality of images are being taken in said multiplex image 
taking mode." That is, the detectors detects the abnormalities in the midst of taking the 
multiple images. See also Fig. 9; 
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In contrast, Onuki clearly teaches that the plurality of images are analyzed and 
abnormalities detected after all of the images have been captured. For example, the 
disclosed flowcharts show that all Nsf images are captured. See steps S1 17-S122 in 
Figs. 6, 18, 35, and 40. Then the images are synthesized. Step S124. During image 
synthesis, blurring amounts are calculated for pairs of the multiplexed images. See S161- 
167 of Fig. 33, which corresponds to step S124 of Fig. 18 (see col. 41, lines 24-25). If 
the blurring amounts are not less than the limit, image synthesis is aborted and one of the 
multiplexed images is returned. See Fig, 33, step S168 and column 41, line 65 to column 
42, line 8. See also, Figs. 36 and 39 for alternative embodiments of image synthesis step 
S124. Onuki does not provide any other teaching with respect to how or when the 
plurality of images are analyzed. It is respectfully submitted that Onuki fails to disclose, 
teach, or suggest "a detector which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex image 
processing when said plurality of images are being taken in said multiplex image taking 
mode" as required by claim 1 . 
In response, Onuki teaches that the plurality of images are analyzed and 

abnormalities detected after all of the images have been captured. However, Onuki 

also teaches "a detector which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex image 

processing when said plurality of images are being taken in said multiplex image taking 

mode" because the multiplex image taking mode comprises all the steps from capturing 

the images, to detection of an abnormality, to image synthesis. As a result, the detection 

of an abnormality during image synthesis and following the capture of the images 

occurs during the multiplex image synthesis processing when the images are being 

taken in the multiplex image taking mode. Although the Applicant argues that "the 

detectors detects the abnormalities in the midst of taking the multiple images", this 

language is not a claim limitation, nor does the claim language distinguish the detection 
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of an abnormality during the image capture sequence of a plurality of images from the 
detection of an abnormality during camera operation in a multiplex image taking mode. 
The Applicant further argues: 

Claim 2 recites, inter alia, "a controller which, when said abnormality is detected by said 
detector, suspends processing in said multiplex image taking mode, and accepts user 
selection regarding image recording for said plurality of images taken." That is, 
according to claim 2 if an abnormality is detected, processing is aborted and the user 
may select which of the plurality of images are to be saved. The Office Action alleges 
that this is taught by the combination of Onuki and Wakui. It is respectfully submitted, 
however, that there is no motivation or suggestion to make the combination. Onuki 
discloses several embodiments of a digital camera in which a plurality of images are 
captured and then subjected to image synthesis. See, for example, Fig. 6, steps S1 17- 
S122 and S124. The image synthesis step returns a single image which is then recorded. 
See column 14, lines 50-57. If there is a problem with the image synthesis, "one of the 
plurality of images, not a synthesized image ... is outputted" See column 41, line 65 to 
column 42, line 8. Thus, Onuki teaches that a single image is saved regardless of any 
errors in image synthesis, and thereby teaches away from providing a user with a choice 
of which images to save if there is an error. 



Wakui also fails to provide any suggestion or motivation to make the combination 
proposed in the Office Action. Taken as a whole, Wakui teaches that if it is inconvenient 
or time consuming to delete images from a removable IC memory card, e.g., the card has 
to be removed from the camera and connected to a computer, it may be desirable to 
capture a plurality of images to a temporary memory and then let a user selectively 
transfer images to the IC memory card. Column 1 , lines 16-38. Wakui does not suggest 
any other conditions under which this feature would be useful. Therefore, Wakui cannot, 
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be said to suggest enabling a user to selectively save images from a plurality of images 
when an error has occurred while synthesizing the plurality of images. Thus, Onuki 
teaches away from the features of claim 2. Wakui only teaches that selectively copying 
image to an IC memory card is desirable when it is inconvenient to erase images from 
the card. It is respectfully submitted, therefore, that neither Onuki nor Wakui provide any 
suggestion or motivation to combine their respective teachings. No other art is cited that 
may provide the necessary motivation. Accordingly, there is no motivation or suggestion 
to make the proposed combination. 
In response, the claim recites a controller which "accepts a user selection 

regarding image recording for said plurality of images taken". Although the Applicant 

argues that "if an abnormality is detected, processing is aborted and the user may 

select which of the plurality of images are to be saved", this limitation is not claimed. In 

particular, Wakui enables a user selection for said plurality of images taken because, in 

the event that image synthesis fails, the user may select the frame outputted for 

permanent storage in the removable memory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1-6, and 13-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Onuki (U.S. Pat. No. 6,429, 895) in view of Wakui (U.S. Pat. No. 5742339). 
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Regarding claim 1, Onuki discloses an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 
image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing when said 
plurality of images are being taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 23, lines 
26-67; col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 
17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which, when 
abnormality is detected by said detector, suspends processing in said multiplex image 
taking mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31 ); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41 , line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose that the controller accepts a user selection regarding 
image recording for said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses 
temporarily storing captured images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before 
allowing a user to select the desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, 
lines 44-46). One of ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview 
images and select desired images before permanently storing the desired images so 
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that only the desired images are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provided a controller that accepts a user selection regarding image 
recording for said plurality of images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting 
unwanted image data (col. 1, lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 2, Onuki discloses an image taking apparatus having a 
multiplex image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex 
image processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 
22, lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing 
resides in said plurality of images taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which, when said 
abnormality is detected by said detector, suspends processing in said multiplex image 
taking mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41 , line 65-col. 42, line 8). 
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Onuki does not disclose that the controller accepts a user selection regarding 
image recording for said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses 
temporarily storing captured images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before 
allowing a user to select the desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, 
lines 44-46). One of ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview 
images and select desired images before permanently storing the desired images so 
that only the desired images are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provided a controller that accepts a user selection regarding image 
recording for said plurality of images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting 
unwanted image data (col. 1, lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 3, Onuki discloses an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 
image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing when said 
plurality of images are being taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 22, lines 
60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 
18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which, when said 
abnormality is detected by said detector, indicates that a multiplex image taking is 
unsuccessful (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 
32). 
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Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41 , line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose providing a user selection regarding image recording for 
said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses temporarily storing captured 
images in a flash memory (Fig. 1 B, element 20) before allowing a user to select the 
desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, lines 44-46). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview images and select desired 
images before permanently storing the desired images so that only the desired images 
are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided a 
controller that accepts a user selection regarding image recording for said plurality of 
images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting unwanted image data (col. 1, 
lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 4, Onuki discloses an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 
image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a detector 
which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said multiplex image processing 
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resides in said plurality of images taken in said multiplex image taking mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which, when 
said abnormality is detected by said detector, indicates that a multiplex image taking is 
unsuccessful (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 
32). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31 ); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose providing a user selection regarding image recording for 
said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses temporarily storing captured 
images in a flash memory (Fig. 1 B, element 20) before allowing a user to select the 
desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, lines 44-46). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview images and select desired 
images before permanently storing the desired images so that only the desired images 
are stored on the IC memory (col. 1, lines 6-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided a 
controller that accepts a user selection regarding image recording for said plurality of 
images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting unwanted image data (col. 1, 
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lines 6-42). Regarding claim 5, Onuki discloses an image taking method, comprising: 
detecting abnormality disturbing multiplex image processing when a plurality of images 
are being taken (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21 , lines 24-25; Fig. 1 , vibration sensors; col. 
12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6), wherein said plurality 
of images are subjected to said multiplex image processing to be composed into a 
single image (col. 22, lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37); and suspending processing in 
said multiplex image taking mode when said abnormality is detected (col. 22, lines 60- 
67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31 ); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose providing a user selection regarding image recording for 
said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses temporarily storing captured 
images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before allowing a user to select the 
desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, lines 44-46). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview images and select desired 
images before permanently storing the desired images so that only the desired images 
are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided a 
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controller that accepts a user selection regarding image recording for said plurality of 
images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting unwanted image data (eol. 1 , 
lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 6, Onuki discloses an image taking method, comprising: 
detecting abnormality residing in a plurality of images taken by a multiplex image taking 
(col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; 
col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6), wherein said abnormality disturbs 
multiplex image processing of said plurality of images by which said plurality of images 
are composed into a single image (col. 22, lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37); and 
suspending processing in said multiplex image taking mode when said abnormality is 
detected (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21 , lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31 ); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41 , line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose providing a user selection regarding image recording for 
said plurality of images taken when said abnormality is detected. However, Wakui 
discloses temporarily storing captured images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) 
before allowing a user to select the desired images for permanent storage to an IC card 
(col. 7, lines 44-46). One of ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to 
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preview images and select desired images before permanently storing the desired 
images so that only the desired images are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). 
As a result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to have provided a controller that accepts a user selection regarding 
image recording for said plurality of images taken in order to eliminate the need for 
deleting unwanted image data (col. 1 , lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 13, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which 
selects a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single 
image among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21 , lines 26-31 ; col. 21 , line 52-col. 
22, line 32); a detector for detecting whether or not there is abnormality disturbing said 
composing when said plurality of images are being taken in said specific mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which, when said 
abnormality is detected by said detector, suspends processing in said specific mode 
(col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21, lines 24-31); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 8). 
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Onuki does not disclose that the controller accepts a user selection regarding 
image recording for said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses 
temporarily storing captured images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before 
allowing a user to select the desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, 
lines 44-46). One of ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview 
images and select desired images before permanently storing the desired images so 
that only the desired images are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provided a controller that accepts a user selection regarding image 
recording for said plurality of images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting 
unwanted image data (col. 1, lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 14, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which 
selects a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single 
image among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21, lines 26-31; col. 21, line 52-col. 
22, line 32); a detector which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said 
composing resides in said plurality of images taken in said specific mode (col. 22, lines 
60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 
18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a controller which, when said abnormality is 
detected by said detector, suspends processing in said specific mode (col. 22, lines 60- 
67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21, lines 24-31); that 
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images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose that the controller accepts a user selection regarding 
image recording for said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses 
temporarily storing captured images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before 
allowing a user to select the desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, 
lines 44-46). One of ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview 
images and select desired images before permanently storing the desired images so 
that only the desired images are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a 
result, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have provided a controller that accepts a user selection regarding image 
recording for said plurality of images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting 
unwanted image data (col. 1, lines 6-42). 

Regarding claim 15, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which 
selects a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single 
image among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21 , lines 26-31; col. 21 , line 52-col. 
22, line 32); a detector for detecting whether or not there is abnormality disturbing said 
composing when said plurality of images are being taken in said specific mode (col. 22, 
lines 60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, 
lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1 , Display) which, when 
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said abnormality is detected by said detector, indicates that said image taking in said 
specific mode is unsuccessful (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 
65-col. 42, line 32). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose providing a user selection regarding image recording for 
said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses temporarily storing captured 
images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before allowing a user to select the 
desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, lines 44-46). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview images and select desired 
images before permanently storing the desired images so that only the desired images 
are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided a 
user selection regarding image recording for said plurality of images taken in order to 
enable a user to select for permanent storage the unsynthesized image from the 
plurality of pixel shifted images. 

Regarding claim 16, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which 
selects a specific mode for taking a plurality of images to be composed into a single 
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image among a plurality of image taking modes (col. 21, lines 26-31; col. 21, line 52-col. 
22, line 32); a detector which detects whether or not abnormality disturbing said 
composing resides in said plurality of images taken in said specific mode (col. 22, lines 
60-67; col. 21, lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 17-23; col. 19, lines 
18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6); and a display (Fig. 1, Display) which, when said 
abnormality is detected by said detector, indicates that said image taking in said specific 
mode is unsuccessful (col. 20, line 6; col. 20, lines 11-15; see also col. 41, line 65-col. 
42, line 32). 

Furthermore, Onuki discloses whether or not to perform pixel shifting in 
accordance with an image sensing mode set by a user (col. 21 , lines 24-31 ); that 
images may or may not be synthesized based on the degree of blur (col. 38, lines 27- 
37); and if the degree of blur exceeds a threshold, a warning messages is outputted to 
the user and one of the plurality of pixel shifting images, rather than a synthesized 
image, is outputted (col. 41, line 65-col. 42, line 8). 

Onuki does not disclose providing a user selection regarding image recording for 
said plurality of images taken. However, Wakui discloses temporarily storing captured 
images in a flash memory (Fig. 1B, element 20) before allowing a user to select the 
desired images for permanent storage to an IC card (col. 7, lines 44-46). One of 
ordinary skill in the art would have enabled a user to preview images and select desired 
images before permanently storing the desired images so that only the desired images 
are stored on the IC memory (col. 1 , lines 6-42). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided a 
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controller that accepts a user selection regarding image recording for said plurality of 
images taken in order to eliminate the need for deleting unwanted image data (col. 1 , 
lines 6-42). 

Claims 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Onuki 
(U.S. Pat. No. 6,429, 895) in view of Ramirez et al. (U.S. Pat. No. 6,504,575). 

Regarding claim 7, Onuki teaches an image taking apparatus having a multiplex 
image taking mode for taking a plurality of images to be subjected to multiplex image 
processing by which a plurality of images are composed into a single image (col. 22, 
lines 51-57; col. 20, lines 29-37), the image taking apparatus, comprising: a display 
having a view portion for displaying an image taken by the image taking apparatus (col. 
11, lines 16-18) and an indicating portion for indicating that images are being taken in 
said multiplex image taking mode (DISP; col. 22, lines 38-41). Onuki does not 
specifically disclose an indicating portion (Fig. 1, Display) adjoining said display portion. 

However, Ramirez discloses overlay bars adjoining a display portion (col. 6, lines 
7-17). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided overlay bars adjoining a 
display portion in order to provide the user with mode specific static status information 
pertaining to the particular mode (col. 6, lines 34-44). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided 
indicating portion (Fig. 1 , Display) for indicating that images are being taken in said 
multiplex image taking mode adjoining said display portion in order to better convey to 
the user current status information. 
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Regarding claim 8, Onuki teaches a camera, comprising: a selector which selects 
a first mode for taking a single image or a second mode for taking a plurality of images 
to be composed into a single image (col. 21 , lines 26-31 ; col. 21 , line 52-col. 22, line 
32); a display portion for displaying an image taken by the camera (col. 1 1 , lines 1 6-1 8); 
and an indicating portion (Fig. 1 , Display) for providing an indication distinguishing 
between said first mode or said second mode (col. 22, lines 38-41). Onuki does not 
specifically disclose an indicating portion adjoining said display portion. 

However, Ramirez discloses overlay bars adjoining a display portion (col. 6, lines 
7-17). One of ordinary skill in the art would have provided overlay bars adjoining a 
display portion in order to provide the user with mode specific static status information 
pertaining to the particular mode (col. 6, lines 34-44). As a result, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have provided 
indicating portion (Fig. 1, Display) adjoining said display portion for providing an 
indication distinguishing between said first mode or said second mode in order to better 
convey to the user current status information. 

Regarding claim 9, Onuki teaches the display indicates said second mode so that 
a user can recognize said second mode (col. 22, lines 38-41). 

Regarding claim 10, Onuki teaches a monitor for displaying an image to be 
taken, wherein said display is disposed at a location where a user can recognize said 
display together with said monitor (col. 22, lines 38-41). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Onuki teaches a detector for detecting whether or not there 
is abnormality disturbing said composing when images are being taken in said second 
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mode (col. 22, lines 60-67; col. 21 , lines 24-25; Fig. 1, vibration sensors; col. 12, lines 
17-23; col. 19, lines 18-25; col. 19, line 36-col. 20, line 6). 

Regarding claim 12, Onuki teaches a controller which suspends processing in 
said second mode when said abnormality is detected by said detector (col. 22, lines 60- 
67; col. 21, lines 24-25; col. 19, line 65-col. 20, line 6). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Jelinek whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7366. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00 am - 5:00 pm. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Ngoc- 
Yen Vu can be reached at (571 ) 272-7320. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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